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Have you ever gotten some really good news or something has just happened and you can’t wait to tell someone about it?

My first job out of the Navy was working in the Tech Support Depart of the Baltimore Sun News Paper. I was debt free and making good money. 

After my mother’s estate was settled I decided to use the inheritance as a down payment on a condominium in a planned community just south of Baltimore.

I’ll never forget the day I closed on that condo. I had just written a check for $10,000! A check that I knew wouldn’t bounce. I was excited!

When I got home that afternoon I sat on the couch in my little apartment. 

I sat there almost rocking, I was so excited. And as I sat there, with all these emotions were going on in me. I realized that I had no one to share this with. I had no one to tell how happy I was.

All of a sudden I felt completely alone. What mixed emotions; out of this world excitement over buying my first home and utter sadness over not having anyone to share this with.

For some of you here this morning you know what this is like. 

You live with this every day of your life.

You enjoy a deep and growing relationship with God. You are an authentic follower of Jesus Christ who seeks to know Him more deeply, grow in Christ likeness and show his love to others. 

But you have no one to share it with. 

Or worse yet, the one you love most, the one whom you would most love to share your faith walk with doesn’t care, doesn’t want to hear about it, shuts you down or tells you that it works for you but it’s just not for me.

You see for some here today you know the loneliness of having a spouse who doesn’t have your faith, who doesn’t know your Lord, or has just walked away from God all together.

Yes you are married but you are spiritually single.

This brings us to our question for us this morning in our series Real Answers for Real Questions. 

What do I do with my unbelieving spouse?

This happens both ways but unfortunately it is most typically that the wife is the believer and the husband is not. 

This gets all the more complicated when the wife understands God’s design is that the man should take on the role of the spiritual head of the home. 

But what do you do when he is not spiritual?

Listen to God’s Word from Ephesians 5.

The wife is to submit to her husband. After all that’s what Paul writes in Ephesians 5:22-24:
“Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior. 24 Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything. 

More than one woman has felt crushed under and has been beat up by this passage. 

You want to submit to your husband as to the Lord but there is not much “unto the Lord” in your husband.

It gets even more difficult where there are children in the picture. 

You want to raise your child with biblical Christian values while your spouse doesn’t hold to or live according to those same values.

Not having a close companion to share your spiritual life with and potential conflicts over how to raise children are difficult enough in of themselves.

But here are just we few more difficulties that those married to an unbelieving spouse may have to face. 

· Christian responsibilities are sometimes hindered because of the unbeliever (i.e. hospitality, financial contribution, church attendance)

· Feeling like you’re an “outsider” at church

· Experience feelings of regret/resentment toward your unbelieving spouse

· Lack of peace concerning your spouse’s eternal future

You know, before we go any further we need to pray! Would you join me please? Let’s pray.

What do I do with my unbelieving spouse?

First let me give a word to those who are not now married.

Marriage in the best of circumstance can at times be difficult. Don’t get me wrong its wonderful especially when your mate is not only your best friend, lover, and life partner but is also a soul mate in the truest sense a joint heir of the kingdom of God.

Turn, if you would to 2 Corinthians 6:14-18.

Here Paul is primarily speaking to the leaders at the church in Corinth telling them that they should separate themselves from the false teachers that were troubling the church.

But this can easily be applied to other associations or unions like marriage or business. Here Paul says:

“Do not be yoked [don’t be hitched up] together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and wickedness have in common? Or what fellowship can light have with darkness? 

Now this is not saying that we should isolate ourselves and have nothing to do with unbelievers. 

No other clear teachings in Scriptures tell us that we are to be in the world, though not of it, to be lights, salt, and the loving hands for Jesus to reach the lost.

But what it is say is that we should not enter into a convent binding relationship like marriage with someone who is not a believer.

That’s why I say to the unmarried that you shouldn’t even date an unbeliever. 

As a pastor I will not knowingly marry an unbeliever to a believer. 

You might be thinking, Ok that’s helpful, or would have been before I married this guy or this gal. Or maybe you thought he or she was a believer or you have come to faith since you were married and your spouse has not.

What do I do now!?

Browbeat ‘em into the Kingdom! No!! Walk away? No.

Turn to 1 Corinthians 7:10-17:

“To the married I give this command (not I, but the Lord): 
[Paul is not saying that you don’t have to listen to this because Jesus didn’t say this. No the Holy Spirit included this teaching in Scriptures. 

What Paul is saying here is that though Jesus never spoke directly concerning this, I Paul, as an apostle, say this to you.]

A wife must not separate from her husband. 11 But if she does, she must remain unmarried or else be reconciled to her husband. And a husband must not divorce his wife. 

Paul starts out here in verse 10 and 11 speaking to believing couples. This echoes Jesus’ teaching on divorce in Mark 10:2-12 and Matthew 5:32. 

12 To the rest I say this (I, not the Lord): 

Now he turns his attention to those believers who are married to unbelievers. This would have been very common in the early church.
If any brother has a wife who is not a believer and she is willing to live with him, he must not divorce her. 

13 And if a woman has a husband who is not a believer and he is willing to live with her, she must not divorce him. 

Why?

14 For the unbelieving husband has been sanctified [set apart] through his wife, and the unbelieving wife has been sanctified through her believing husband. 

Think of it this way. Remember the story of Joseph in the Old Testament. He was sold into slavery. When he arrived in Egypt went to work for Potiphar.

What happened to Potiphar’s home when Joseph came into it? It was set apart for God’s blessings.

It’s not that you save your spouse but you can point them to the savior.

Divorce should be avoided because you as the Christian spouse are a channel of God’s grace in the marriage. 

The Holy Spirit lives in you and you bring the Spirit of God and God’s blessings into the household.

Within the “one flesh” relationship the blessing of God which came to you affect the family as a whole

This will be most visible to your children.

:14b Otherwise your children would be unclean, but as it is, they are holy. 

If you walk away where is the witness for your children?

15 But if the unbeliever leaves, let him do so. A believing man or woman is not bound in such circumstances; God has called us to live in peace. 

Paul does however realize that something’s are out of our control. If he or she leaves you it is not your fault.

Not that you push them away, but if they chose to go, it is not you they are rejecting, it is the Christ they see in you.

Let me repeat that. It is not that you push them away but that they are rejecting the Christ they see in you, the conviction that brings to them.

And it might be that this is the journey they need to take to reach the end of themselves and turn to Christ.

But as for you, don’t give up, don’t walk away!

16 How do you know, wife, whether you will save your husband? Or, how do you know, husband, whether you will save your wife? 

So what do I do with my unbelieving spouse?

Mother Teresa said, “I know God will not give me anything I can’t handle. I just wish that He didn't trust me so much.”

God equips us for life’s many trials and adversity. Some of us are just dealing with greater trials than others.

God can and will help you in your circumstances. He knows where you are and what’s going on. 

But here is the thing: you cannot control your spouse. You can only control how you respond to them.

In 1 Peter 3:1-7, the apostle Peter gives us some helpful teaching in making wise chooses in our response. 

Peter is writing to wives, but these truths apply to men as well.

Turn with me to 1 Peter 3:1
“Wives, in the same way be submissive to your husbands so that, if any of them do not believe the word, they may be won over without words by the behavior of their wives, 2 when they see the purity and reverence of your lives. 

Submission here does not mean blind obedience, servitude, or abuse!

Peter does not mean that if your husband is telling you to do something that is sinful, or violates your conscious you are not to blindly obey him.

Still the husband, even the unbelieving husband is the head of the household.

The wife is to submit to and honor his place in the home. That doesn’t mean you don’t pray. But you can pray without dishonoring him.

Earlier in Ephesians 5:22 Paul adds to this idea of wives submitting to their husbands “as to the Lord.”

A wife’s submission to their husbands comes from their love for the Lord. Wives are to honor and respect their husband place in the home.

Do you teardown or build up your spouse? How do you talk about your spouse, especially in front of your children, your friends, other Christians?

When we respond with Christlikeness it is winsome and a lovely thing.

3 Your beauty should not come from outward adornment, such as braided hair and the wearing of gold jewelry and fine clothes. 

4 Instead, it should be that of your inner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of great worth in God's sight. 

5 For this is the way the holy women of the past who put their hope in God used to make themselves beautiful. 

They were submissive to their own husbands, 6 like Sarah, who obeyed Abraham and called him her master. You are her daughters if you do what is right and do not give way to fear. 

Guys, don’t feel like you are off the hook here!

7 Husbands, in the same way be considerate [treat her with understanding, with consideration] as you live with your wives, and treat them with respect as the weaker partner [Not that women are weak, there is a reason men to not have babies, but my role as husband in not to lord over but to protect and cover] and as heirs with you of the gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your prayers. 

Let me draw some conclusions from what we have looked at this morning:

First: Nobody has ever been nagged into the kingdom of God. 

Nobody was ever manipulated into the kingdom of God. We come to Christ because we’re shown grace, we’re shown love, and we’re shown mercy. 

If our spouse is on the receiving end of criticism and manipulation – they’re going to run. 
The harder you try, the faster your unbelieving spouse will run.

Remember it’s all in God’s timing. He has a plan, and He knows how He’s going to work it out, and He will use you if you submit to his will, stop – take your burden to God and pray for your spouse. 

Over 400 men who come to faith in Christ after their wives did were asked’ “What was it about your wife? What did she do? What did she say to help you come to faith?” 

Every single man said basically there same thing – “It’s not what she said, frankly, I tuned her out, but it’s how she loved me. She just loved me. Even when I was cruel, she loved me.” 

Second Conclusion: As a “child of light,” you see life differently through God’s filter. 

Things of the world no longer satisfy, excite, or challenge you. Your sights are set higher. 

This is reflected in your relationship as a wife [husband]. Unfortunately there are things that you dislike about him [her]. 

But remember you are to “love the sinner, but hate the sin.”

There were times you will have to pray, “Lord, give me a desire for my husband…help me to love him with Your love, because I don’t like him very much right now.” 

Third Conclusion: Keep this in mind: God never says, “Oops!” 

Perhaps the most difficult thing for a spiritually-single wife to understand is that God is fully aware of your situation. 

Your spiritually-mismatched marriage can “mold you into someone who looks and loves more like Jesus,” 

We can miss what God wants to do in us because we get focused on what we want God to do in them!

Nancy Kennedy in her article “How Spiritually Unequal Marriages Can Be Whole” says: “When an unbeliever’s wife recognizes God’s presence in her situation, she can relax. ‘You’ll be able to enjoy your life and that will ease tensions at home. When that happens, you won’t have to talk constantly about your faith because you’ll be living it”.

Forth Conclusion: Don’t forget to show the love of Christ. 

The fruit of the Spirit (love, joy, peace, patience, etc.) has to totally consume you and everything you do towards your spouse. 

Fifth Conclusion: The truth of the matter is that some of our situations are far beyond us and beyond our ability to change.

Scripture says if the unbelieving spouse wants to leave, let him go. “But if the unbelieving partner [actually] leaves, let him do so; in such [cases the remaining] brother or sister is not morally bound. But God has called us to peace” (1 Corinthians 7:15). 

However, it does not say to put him out. 

That is not what the Scripture teaches. It says, if he wants to leave, it is OK to let him go. It did not say make him leave, encourage him to go, or tell him all the reasons why the marriage won’t work. 

In, you should be praying that God would move in the heart of your spouse, as well as in your marriage, and that He would strengthen you —give you endurance, patience and forbearance.

Sixth Conclusion: If you’re afraid you’ll lose your spouse if you change and follow what God is telling you to do, be honest with your spouse! 

Be direct. Say, “Look, I’m making certain changes in my life right now and I don’t feel comfortable with x, y, and z activities anymore. 

But, I’m scared for us. I’m afraid that we’ve built our marriage on these activities and if I don’t do these things anymore with you, you’ll pull away and I’ll lose you. 

But these changes in my life are very important to me.” 

Someone has said that “Fear of losing your spouse is just Satan’s way of halting your progression. Satan convinces you that your spouse will leave you if you change and live the way God wants you to. 

So, if you ‘face the lion’ Satan loses his hold.” 

As Jesus said, “Ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” (John 8:32) 

Finally: What more can a wife, with an unbelieving husband do, besides trusting God that He’s sovereign, praying in faith – believing that eventually God will reveal answers to your prayers, and finding ways to respectfully building him up?

Find common ground, especially when the spiritual difference is so profound, and maybe there’s antagonism. 

Find the things that you do have in common and not directly talking about Jesus all the time but showing Christ by loving him or her. 

You can speak the Gospel loud and clear by never mentioning the name of Jesus. 

Start building a bridge. Build upon that relationship, find common ground, even if the only thing you have left in common is that you both like chocolate chip ice cream. 

Build on that, and then just keep finding common ground.
 
During your time of “waiting on the Lord” (Psalm 27:14), you must be courageous. 

This is not a time for whimpering and whining, depression or despair. 

This is a time to dig in and serve — and a time to dig trenches and fortify your position in Christ regarding your spouse. 

The enemy is stealthy and clever in distraction regarding your calling to show Christ through your life. 

He will try to divert your energy and resources into other areas that might be good, but not GOD’s best! 

Be careful with working to many hours, over scheduling, kids in sports and other activities, even over committing at church.

Remember, your spouse does not understand your need to serve the kingdom purposes. 

Balance is crucial, when it comes to home, church, and work. 

You need to be home with your spouse working on your relationship not neglecting it or running from it or hiding in activities.

Remember – recognize God’s presence in your marriage, pray, relax knowing God loves you and your unbelieving spouse. 

You are partnering with God who wants your spouse to be saved even more than you do.

Your responsibility is to be obedient to your lord and love your spouse.
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